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tenance and similar survivals of feudal times, which tended
to violence and injustice. But its jurisdiction, as denned
in the instructions printed below (p. 363), went far beyond
this. It was to aid the bishops and the High Commis-
sioners in the discovery and 'repression of recusants and in
the maintenance ,of uniformity and good morals, to watch
over the interests of agriculture, to protect the poor against
the rich, to supervise the proceedings of justices of the
peace, to provide for the defence of the border, and gene-
rally to maintain the laws. It was empowered to inflict
almost any penalty short of death. In cases of special
difficulty or importance the President and Council were to
apply to the justices of the higher courts or to the Privy
Council, and to act according to their advice. Apart from
this last provision, they were practically independent, and
nc^appeal seems to have been allowed from their decisions.
In addition to the multifarious duties laid upon the members
of the Council by these instructions, they received a com-
mission containing powers to determine real and personal
actions in cases in which either party was too poor to resort
to the usual course of law. They are also found holding
ordinary sessions, Oyer and Terminer, and gaol delivery,
hearing indictments for murder and felony, and executing
felons. In this respect their powers exceeded even those of
the Star-Chamber.

The instructions issued to the Council of Wales (p. 378)
are very similar. This body contained nearly twice as many
members as the northern court, but the number of regular
paid councillors is the same. Special powers were granted
to determine real and personal actions, subject to certain
limitations, and to reinstate persons violently ousted from
their lands. The jurisdiction of the court covered not only
the whole of Wales, but also the five border-counties of
Gloucester, Worcester, Hereford, Monmouth, and Shrop-
shire. Its control over four of these counties was objected to
by Parliament in 1610 (p. 307), and was attacked by Coke
(Inst. IV. 242), but was apparently maintained until 1641,